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The ‘How useful…’ question 

 

Source A is from the Lanercost Chronicle describing how Andrew Harclar, Earl of 

Carlisle, came to an agreement with Robert Bruce in January 1323. 

 

Question: How useful is Source A in explaining the reasons for the ultimate success of 

Bruce in maintaining Scotland’s independence? (5 marks) 

In reaching a conclusion you should refer to: 

• the origin and possible purpose of the source 

• the content of the source 

• recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how useful Source A is in explaining the 

reasons for the ultimate success of Bruce in maintaining Scotland’s independence. 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

Origin: The Lanercost Chronicle is a primary source written around the time of the 

Wars of Independence. It is a contemporary source. The chronicler is recounting 

English views at the time. 

 

Possible purpose: To demonstrate the unsatisfactory conduct of the English king in 

dealing with the Scots and the fact that local deals were done. 

 

Content: 

• The Earl of Carlisle ‘found the king all in confusion and no army mustered’, 

when he attempted to join him to repel raiding Scots; ‘he disbanded own forces’, 

and men returned home. 

• ‘The Scots returned [home] laden with spoil and with many prisoners and much 

booty [from their raiding in England]. 
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• ‘The Earl of Carlisle saw that the king of England neither knew how to rule his 

realm nor was able to defend it against the Scots… [so] came to agreement with 

[Robert the Bruce]. 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• The Scots frequently raided the north of England in the hope of forcing the 

English government to recognise King Robert’s rule. Examples include: 

o The recapture of Berwick by Robert in 1319 pre-empted an invasion by 

Edward II. When Edward did eventually cross the border, Bruce refused 

to give battle, instead attacking Northallerton, Boroughridge and 

Knaresborough. 

o Douglas launched a daring attack on York late on in 1319, and 

threatened the home of the Earl of Lancaster. 

o In 1322 Robert again attacked the north, this time Carlisle, again 

avoiding Edward II’s foray north from Newcastle. The Scots deployed 

scorched earth tactics and again the English forces were forced to 

withdraw. Edward was surprised by a counter attack by Robert at Bylan 

Abby and only just managed to escape. 

• Such actions led to local deals such as the one described in the source, though it 

also lead to the Earl of Carlisle’s execution for treason as the agreement 

recognised Robert Bruce as king of Scots. 

• These raids led to the truce of November 1319–January 1322. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

• Edward Bruce was sent to Ireland in 1318 to open up a second front. This was 

part of an ambitious plan to create a Pan-Celtic alliance against Edward II. 

• Scottish bishops sent envoys to the Pope in order to get him on side and to 

remove Robert’s excommunication. The Pope agreed to a truce between the two 

warring kingdoms and demanded a settlement of the issue. However, the truce 

negotiations broke down. 
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• When the Pope renewed Robert’s excommunication in 1320, Robert replied with 

several letters, one of which was the declaration of Arbroath. This was an 

impressive document that appealed the Scottish cause once again to the Pope. 

• Any other relevant points. 
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Source B is from Reverend Alexander McIvor, Minister for the parish of Sleat, Skye, in 

the New Statistical Account of Scotland, 1834–45. 

 

Question: How useful is Source B in showing the factors that forced Scots to leave  

Scotland? (5 marks) 

In reaching a conclusion you should refer to: 

• the origin and possible purpose of the source 

• the content of the source 

• recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how useful Source B is in showing the factors 

that forced Scots to leave Scotland. 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

Origin: The New (or Second) Statistical Account of Scotland was published between 

1834 and 1845. The Church of Scotland ministers in their different parishes recorded 

the Geography, Population and Industry of their areas. They were knowledgeable 

authors who know the area they are talking about. 

 

Possible purpose: NSA aimed to provide a true account of the state of Scotland. 

 

Content:  

• No jobs led people to travel south in search of employment. 

• Their poverty arose from overpopulation. There were ‘225 families in the parish 

who [paid] no rents’ and subsisted on ‘small portions of land given them by the 

rent-payers for raising potatoes.’ 

• The poor were a burden to the proprietor and inhabitants generally as they 

destroyed the land in ‘cutting fuel and turn’. 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 
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• Details of the Highland problem of overpopulation on poor land. 

• The sub-division of land led to more problems regarding sustainable farming. 

• Many landlords were heavily in debt which forced them to seek solutions 

through emigration or alternative jobs for their tenants. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

• Emigration societies. 

• The availability of cheap land in the Empire, especially Canada. 

• Information about successes of Scots emigrants in Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand. 

• Scots actively sought as immigrants by countries like Canada, owing to their 

education and skills. 

• Career opportunities in India – government service, the army. 

• Employment opportunities in the development by Scots of industry in India 

(particularly jute in the Calcutta area); a small numbers of skilled managers and 

mechanics; also tea plantations. 

• Any other relevant points. 
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Source C is a recruitment poster produced by the British Government in 1915. 

 

Question: How useful is Source C for explaining why so many Scots volunteered to 

fight in the Great War? (5 marks) 

In reaching a conclusion you should refer to: 

• the origin and possible purpose of the source 

• the content of the source 

• recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how useful Source C is in explaining why so 

many Scots volunteered to fight in the Great War. 

 

Origin: The recruitment poster was produced by the British government in 1915. 

 

Possible purpose: To encourage Scots to join up and fight during the First World War. 

 

Content: 

• Appeal to ‘Scottish’ identity through Robert Burns – national poet. 

• Don't sit back and do nothing: you're fit and well – join up. 

• Take his tip: what Burns said in 1782 holds well today. 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• Scottish recruitment was encouraged through exploiting of peculiarly ‘Scottish’ 

imagery: the kilt, bagpipes etc. 

• Scots pride in their country was effectively exploited and they joined up in large 

numbers: 65 per cent of Scots who joined up were volunteers compared to 52 

per cent of English men who joined up. In ten weeks 30,000 Glaswegians joined 

up. Of the total number of recruits, 13 per cent were Scots, yet Scots made up 

only 9 per cent of the population. 

• Many Scots joined the Territorials. Volunteering was a part of Scottish life in 

certain social classes – joining was as much a social thing as about warfare.  
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Many Territorial units represented workplaces and even the former pupils of 

schools. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

• Economic reasons for volunteering – the chance to find ‘secure’ board and 

lodgings. 

• Areas of high recruitment had large numbers of young men in the population. 

• Peer pressure – recruiters in Scotland were very effective at using the appeal of 

history (Highland lairds were used to call men to arms, just like in Jacobite 

times), church, employment and sporting communities to persuade men to sign 

up. 

• Adventure – few people seemed to give any thought to the dangers that might lie 

ahead or that they and their friends might die. 

• Any other relevant points. 
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The comparison question 

  

Source A is from the Chronicle of Walter of Guisborough, 1297, describing Wallace’s 

rising in May 1297. 

 

Source B is from Michael Lynch: Scotland: a new history (1991). 

 

Question: To what extent do Sources A and B agree about the growth of Scottish 

resistance to Edward I by 1297? (5 marks) 

• Compare the sources overall and in detail. 

 

Overall the sources agree about the involvement of Robert Bruce and who the leaders of 

the revolt were, but they disagree about the origins of the revolt and the role of Wallace. 

  

Points from Source A Points from Source B 

The outbreak of revolt is associated with 

Wallace and Sir William Douglas who 

sought to trap the justiciar at Scone. 

‘The first outbreaks of revolt had taken 

place in the north rather than in Wallace’s 

territory. The leader of the northern rising 

was Andrew Murray, the son of a leading 

baron.’ 

‘Robert Bruce the younger, Earl of 

Carrick, swore that he would faithfully 

help our king and his men against the 

Scots. But he [Bruce] indeed aspiring to 

the kingdom, instead joined a perverse 

people.’ 

‘They were joined shortly after by 

MacDuff, son of an Earl of Fife, and 

Bruce, the young Earl of Carrick.’ 

Bruce ‘was allied with the bishop of 

Glasgow and Steward of Scotland who 

were the authors of the whole evil.’ 

 

According to English chroniclers, ‘the real 

leaders of the revolt…were the ex-

Guardians, Robert Wishart, Bishop of 

Glasgow, and James the Steward, who was 

Wallace’s lord’. 
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Wallace was a ‘public robber, a vagrant 

fugitive [who] called all the exiles to 

himself and made himself almost their 

prince; they grew to be numerous.’ 

‘Wallace nonetheless deserves to be 

remembered as an unflinching patriot and 

a charismatic warlord.’ 
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Source C is from Martin J Mitchell, Irish Catholics in the West of Scotland (2008). 

 

Source D is from J Foster, M Houston and C Madigan, ‘Sectarianism, Segregation and 

Politics on Clydeside in the Later Nineteenth Century’, in Martin J Mitchell (ed.) New 

Perspectives on the Irish in Scotland (2008). 

 

Question: To what extent do Sources C and D agree about the experience of Irish 

immigrants in Scotland? (5 marks) 

• Compare the sources overall and in detail. 

 

The sources agree that in the late nineteenth century there was comparatively little 

hostility or discrimination against Irish immigrants, with any discrimination being 

introduced by the Irish themselves. In terms of integration, the Irish took part in trade 

union activity, but while Source C says there was intermarriage between Irish and 

native Scots, Source D says that most Irishmen married women born in Ireland. 

 

Points from Source C Points from Source D 

‘Irish workers were heavily involved in 

the growth of trade unions of unskilled 

workers in the late nineteenth century.’ 

‘Unskilled workers – including Irish 

immigrants – were forming trade 

unions in the late 1880s.’ 

‘Dockers in Glasgow were 

“overwhelmingly Catholic Irish in 

composition”’. 

‘Catholics tried to control labouring 

work in the docks.’ 

 

‘There was comparatively little open 

popular hostility to the immigrant 

presence.’ 

‘If there was any discrimination, it 

tended to operate against all Irish 

immigrants equally.’ 

‘Many Irish Catholics [mixed] and 

[associated] with Scottish Protestants – 

a considerable number also married 

them.’ 

‘But the great bulk of men from both 

religions were married to women born 

in Ireland.’ 
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Source E is by Grace Kennedy, quoted in Voices from War (edited by Ian MacDougall, 

1995). 

 

Source F is from Richard Finlay, Modern Scotland, 1914–2000 (2004). 

 

Question: To what extent do Sources E and F agree about the impact of the war on 

Scottish women? (5 marks) 

• Compare the sources overall and in detail. 

 

Overall the sources agree that women played an important role in the rent strikes that 

led to the Rent Restrictions Act, though there are slight differences regarding why the 

strikes happened and detail about the leadership of the strikes. Source E makes no 

mention of the politicisation of women. 

 

Points from Source E Points from Source F 

‘The women got together and we 

decided that not one soldier’s wife 

would be put out of her home.’ 

‘Given the pressures of inflation and 

the expectation that women were 

responsible for the household, many 

felt that direct action was necessary.’ 

‘Guided by Baillie Mary Barbour, who 

was a plodder and who did tremendous 

work – we picketed these homes. They 

barricaded themselves up and we 

picketed the homes.’ 

Women were ‘responsible for 

organising communities to fight the 

threat of eviction. In the closes and 

wynds of the local streets and on the 

factory floor, politics and social and 

economic grievances became part of 

everyday conversation.’ 

‘But then the Rent Restriction Act was 

brought in and I think it was due to the 

work of Baillie Mary Barbour 

particularly and the women that the 

Rent Restriction Act was brought into 

being.’ 
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 ‘The effect of the Rent Restrictions Act 

…arguably made politics more 

important to women, especially as they 

were the ones left at home to fight for 

these causes.’ 
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The ‘How fully…’ question 

 

Source A is from The Macduff case, 1293–5, Record of the King’s Bench, November 

1293–5. 

 

Question: How fully does Source A illustrate the relationship between King John  

and Edward I? (10 marks) 

• Use the source and recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how fully Source A illustrates the relationship 

between King John and Edward I in terms of: 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

• ‘Macduff demands judgment on the king of Scotland’ at the English court. 

• Edward’s summons to John as his liegeman, for John has performed homage 

and fealty. 

• The Scottish king comes before Edward and makes a request recognising his 

role as liegeman, but asking to be excused to return to Scotland to consult. 

• Edward grants the request, but summons both John and Macduff to appear at 

parliament on the same day after Easter. 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• Edward enforced his rights as a feudal overlord to act as a higher authority in 

legal cases from John's court. He also enforced the idea through his humiliation 

of King John. 

• The Macduff case was humiliating for John as he was summoned and then 

treated with contempt by the English king: details of proxy voices, etc. 

• Roger Bartholomew also took his case from John's court to that of Edward in 

December 1292 and was successful. 
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• This and other cases left no one in any doubt that the Scottish king would be 

summoned to answer for his actions by Edward. 

• In January 1293, John was forced to release Edward of any promises made at 

the Treaty of Birgham. 

• Similarly, all implications of Edward's promises at Norham were to be ignored. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

• John was forced to swear fealty to Edward for all his lands, not just his lands in 

England; he was made to do this several times. 

• Edward changed the wording of the royal seal of Scotland. 

• Edward forced John to accept a Yorkshire man, Master Thomas of Hunsingore, 

to be his new chancellor. 

• John's Chamberlain was described as a treasurer, forcing John to follow English 

practice rather than traditional Scottish customs. 

• Edward demanded feudal military forces from Scotland to go to war against 

Philip IV of France in 1294. 

• Some historians believe that the nobles forced John to take a back seat, and that 

the new Guardians took over. 

• The Guardians signed a treaty with France in John's name. 

• Edward was furious when he heard, though he had already launched his 

invasion of Scotland, so this was not one of the reasons for invading. 

• John was forced to surrender his throne to Edward, after his invasion of 

Scotland in 1296 and the defeat of the Scots at Dunbar. 

• John sent a letter to Edward blaming poor advice for his failure to conform to 

the wishes of the English king. He was summoned to surrender his kingdom 

unconditionally. 

• The subsequent ceremony left John without his royal robes, and he was 

nicknamed ‘Toom Tabard’. 

• Any other relevant factors. 
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Source B is from Ian Whyte, Scotland before the Industrial Revolution (1995). 

 

Question: How fully does Source B explain the effects of the Union, up to 1740? (10 

marks) 

• Use the source and recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how fully Source B explains the effects of the 

Union in terms of: 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

• ‘A case can be made for the Union having provided the foundation for Scottish 

economic growth during the eighteenth century [as it gave] access to English 

and colonial markets’ – further detail of this later in the source. 

• The Union ‘provided political stability, diminishing the likelihood of Anglo-

Scottish conflict’ and assuring the settlement of 1688. 

• The Union ‘allowed easier flow of capital, skills, technology and ideas 

northwards to combine with Scottish mineral wealth and cheap labour’. 

• ‘Greater contact with England after 1707 encouraged a fashion for 

improvement’. 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• Agricultural techniques improved, albeit slowly. 

• Increased investment in Scotland; effects of the distribution of the Equivalent. 

• Only a small number of Scots engaged successfully with the colonies. 

• Merchant shipping benefited, particularly in trade with Baltic nations and the 

Caribbean. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

Jacobite opposition: 
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• Abortive French-sponsored invasion by the Old Pretender in 1708. 

• Jacobite rising of 1715 – the Earl of Mar played a leading role. 

• 1716 Disarming Act banned the holding of weapons by Highlanders. 

• Some Highland clans maintained loyalty to Hanoverian succession; others kept 

faith in the Jacobite cause. 

Political effects: 

• Many Scots politicians felt that there were no immediate benefits of Union – the 

1713 motion was only narrowly defeated (by four votes). 

• The office of Secretary of State for Scotland was abolished in 1725; the office of 

Home Secretary was created. 

• The House of Lords became the court of appeal for Scottish cases in 1712. 

• There was a series of disturbances in 1720s in response to effects of Union. 

• Shawfield riots in response to Malt Tax in 1725. 

• Porteous riots in Edinburgh in 1736. 

• Military road-building; the establishment of forts in the Highlands. 

• The Greenshields case of 1711 led to Toleration Act of 1712. 

• The Patronage Act of 1712 gave Scottish nobles the right to appoint ministers in 

their parishes. 

• In 1711 Scottish peers with English titles granted since 1707 were banned from 

the House of Lords. 

• The Union resulted in increased taxes and duties. 

• It was difficult for some industries to cope with English competition. 

• Trade with France was lost. 

• The Union forced many to emigrate. 

• The tobacco industry developed in Glasgow, but was still in its infancy by 1740. 

• The paper industry failed. 

• The Scottish linen industry suffered in relation to the English woollen industry. 

• The Royal Bank of Scotland was founded in 1727; the Board of Trustees for the 

Encouragement of Fisheries and Manufacturers was established. 

• Any other relevant points. 
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Source C is from ed. Allan Macinnes, Marjory Harper and Linda Fryer (eds), Scotland 

and the Americas, c.1650-c.1939 (2002). 

 

Question: How fully does Source C describe the impact of Scots emigrants on the 

Empire? (10 marks) 

• Use the source and recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how fully Source C describes the impact of 

Scots emigrants on the Empire in terms of: 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

• ‘A significant minority of Scots…achieved personal success in Canada [and] 

played a key part in shaping the country’s development, as explorers, financiers 

and politicians.’  

• The example of Sir John A. Macdonald was an emigrant who became a lawyer 

and ‘went into politics, initially as an opponent of the colonial government in 

1847.’   

• ‘Conscious of the ever-present threat from Canada’s more powerful neighbour 

to the south, and totally opposed to separation from Britain, Macdonald’s 

strategy as Prime Minister of the new Dominion was to promote a 

transcontinental railway which would join the Atlantic to the Pacific, open up 

the west to settlers, and in the process strengthen and unite the fledgling 

country.’ 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• The role of other Scots in Canada such as George Stephen organising finance 

and the creation of Canadian Pacific Railroad. 

• Scots’ control of the fur trade in Canada. 

• Religious development through the Church of Scotland. 
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• The contribution to Canadian laws and learning/education (e.g. McGill 

University). 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

• Australia: positive impact on administration, reform of the penal colony; 

Andrew Fisher PM of Australia in 1908; Scots’ reputation as hardworking 

farmers and tradesmen. 

• Australia: Scots’ treatment of Aborigines was harsh and threatened their way of 

life. 

• New Zealand: Scots founded banks and financial institutions as well as having a 

political impact. 

• New Zealand: impact on indigenous Maori population was more mixed. 

• India: Scots’ impact on education, the development of the banking system. 

• India: many Indian institutions such as elite schools, universities and press owed 

much to Scottish emigrants. 

• India: many Governor Generals were Scots. 

• India: Scots’ contribution to the development of tea plantations and the jute 

industry. 

• Any other relevant points. 

 

 



How to Pass Higher History Second Edition 

Suggested approaches to answering the practice source questions in Chapter 11 

 

© Hodder Gibson. This sheet may be freely photocopied. 

The ‘How far…’ question 

 

Source A is from Fiona Watson, Under the Hammer: Edward I and Scotland 1286–

1307 (1998). 

  

Question: How far does Source A illustrate the problems caused by the death of 

Alexander III? (10 marks) 

• Use the source and recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how far Source A illustrates the problems 

caused by the death of Alexander III in terms of: 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

• The death of Alexander’s last remaining direct heir – the Maid – gave Edward 

an opportunity to manipulate the situation. 

• Edward wanted to see the situation resolved justly. 

• Edward wanted recognition as overlord by the claimants. 

• There is a hint that the settlement was more than a contest between Bruce and 

Balliol. 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• The death of Alexander, his children and grandchild. 

• John Balliol, Robert Bruce and John Hastings all had strong legal claims to the 

throne of Scotland. By the time of the Great Cause the number had raised to 13, 

not including Edward himself.  

• The Treaty of Birgham had established a secure future with England, through 

marriage. Yet there were signs of Edward’s intent to establish his overlordship – 

he seized the Isle of Man and appointed the Bishop of Durham to help 

administer in Scotland. 

• The death of the Maid of Norway changed the situation dramatically. 
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• Edward brought his army with him to Norham and organised his navy to prepare 

for a blockade of Scotland. 

• Edward pressured the Competitors to agree to his overlordship. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 

• The Guardians decided to ask Edward to make a choice. 

• Robert Bruce (the competitor) threatened a coup d’état; many believed that only 

Edward could prevent this. 

• Bishop Fraser of St Andrews was sufficiently worried that he personally wrote 

to Edward asking him to come to Scotland in order to maintain peace and help 

choose the rightful king. 

• Edward raised new taxes to prepare for a possible war against Scotland. 

Edward’s lawyers argued that it was up to the Guardians to prove that he was 

not overlord. 

• The Guardians were shocked by Edward’s claims, though some historians 

believe that they should have seen it coming. 

• Bishop Wishart admonished Edward, but Edward replied that he was ready to 

wage war on Scotland, diverting his troops from his planned crusade if need be. 

• Their reply demonstrated that they were anxious to secure their independence, 

but at the same time were afraid to cross Edward I. 

• Edward took possession of the main castles in Scotland. He claimed this was in 

order to maintain the peace but it also gave him a secure hold on the kingdom. 

• The Guardians were persuaded to resign their position and they were replaced by 

a single English baron. 

• Any other relevant points. 
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Source B is from James Kirk, Patterns of Reform (1989). 

Question: How far does Source B explain the growth of Protestantism in Scotland? (10 

marks) 

• Use the source and recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how far Source B explains the growth of 

Protestantism in Scotland in terms of: 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

• ‘Protestantism had secured a firm foundation in the politically assertive and 

progressive areas of Scotland for over a generation before the Reformation 

parliament in 1560.’ 

• ‘Waves of Lutheran and Calvinist literature and preaching, fortified by English 

propaganda, had struck a responsive chord over the decades not merely among 

intellectual elites of clerics, scholars and the literate but among a remarkable 

section of the population in town and countryside.’ 

• People were ‘attracted by reading and discussing, by the power of preaching and 

psalm singing and by acts of defiance’.  

• ‘Discussion of the message of the Reformation occurred not just in isolated 

house ‘cells’ by families and friends or in the numerous conventicles in the 

fields, but increasingly in the market place, at fairs, in taverns and at work.’ 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• In the spring of 1559, Dundee and Perth declared themselves Protestant towns. 

• Protestant congregations were meeting in some east coast burghs by 1558. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 

 



How to Pass Higher History Second Edition 

Suggested approaches to answering the practice source questions in Chapter 11 

 

© Hodder Gibson. This sheet may be freely photocopied. 

• Confidence had grown amongst the Scots Protestants after Elizabeth became 

Queen of England in 1558. 

• Bonds had been entered into by some of the nobility. 

• The Lords of the Congregation took up arms. 

• Knox returned to Scotland and began preaching, causing a riot in Perth where 

religious houses were attacked. 

• There was some financial support from Elizabeth. 

• In 1560 the English sent military support to the Protestants. 

• There were a number of setbacks for the Protestants and Mary of Guise’s regime 

still had sizable numbers of French troops backing it. 

• Any other relevant points. 
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Source C is from a memoir by Major-General Richard Hilton, a Forward Observation 

Officer at the battle of Loos, 1915. 

Question: How far does Source C illustrate the contribution of the Scots to the military 

effort on the Western Front? (10 marks) 

• Use the source and recalled knowledge. 

 

The candidate must make a judgement on how far Source C illustrates the contribution 

of the Scots to the military effort on the Western Front in terms of: 

 

Points from the source which show the candidate has interpreted the significant views: 

 

• ‘The real tragedy of that battle was its nearness to complete success...There 

seemed to be nothing ahead of us but an unoccupied and incomplete trench 

system.’ 

• The ‘exhaustion of the “Jocks” themselves (for they had undergone a bellyful of 

marching and fighting that day)’.  

• ‘All that we needed was more artillery ammunition to blast those clearly located 

machine-guns, and some fresh infantry to take over from the weary and depleted 

“Jocks” who had done a magnificent job thus far.’ 

• ‘But, alas, neither ammunition nor reinforcements were immediately available, 

and the great opportunity passed.’ 

 

Points from recall which support and develop those in the source: 

 

• Some 30,000 Scots took part in the attack at Loos. 

• There was a particularly strong representation from 15
th

 Scottish division which 

took the village of Loos. 

 

Points from recall which offer a wider contextualisation: 
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• The Battle of the Somme – three Scottish divisions 9th, 15
th

 (Scottish) and 51st 

(Highland) took part as well as numerous Scottish battalions in other units – i.e. 

the Scots Guards in the Household Division. 

• A total of 51 Scottish infantry battalions took part in the Somme offensive at 

some time. 

• The contribution of Scots to the leadership of the War on the Western Front. 

Douglas Haig, an Edinburgh-born Scot, was made commander-in-chief by 1915. 

• The Battle of Arras saw 44 Scottish battalions and seven Scottish-named 

Canadian battalions attacking on the first day, making it the largest 

concentration of Scots to have fought together. 

• Their role in other battles, such as Cambrai and Third Ypres. 

• Any other relevant factors. 

 

 

  

 


