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From 2012 onwards, there is a change to the ‘comparison question’ in Paper 1.  

This material, which may be freely reproduced by user schools, takes the place 

of the advice given in Pages 71 and 197-199 of the book Higher English by Jane 

Cooper. 

 

Revisions required to take account of new type of Question on both Passages: 
 

 

1. P71  Revised question 
 

 

13. Consider the attitude displayed by each writer to Stonehenge and the theories 

about its origins and purpose. 

 

 Referring to important ideas in the passages, identify the key areas on which 

they agree. 

 

You may answer this question in continuous prose or in a series of developed 

bullet points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5        U/E 

 

 

 

 

2. P197  Revised advice 
 

Some general points about tackling the Comparison Question: 

• The Question on both Passages from 2012 onwards is slightly different from previous years, 

so past papers up to 2011 will not be a particularly good guide for you (although they’ll still 

be fine for all the other types of question). 

• Instead of being asked to state a preference and justify your choice, you’ll be asked to 

identify important similarities or differences or both in the writers’ ideas.  (This is probably 

an easier task for you than the old type of question.) 

• Stick closely to the instruction in the question about whether to write about similarities or 

differences or both.  For example, if it’s on similarities and you can see a difference, don’t 

include it. 

• Stick closely to any focus you are given in the question.  For example, in the Stonehenge 

question it’s not just any similarities you’re looking for, it’s similarities in “the theories 

about its origins and purpose”. 

• The key to this question is your ability to identify “key areas”.  For example, in the 

Stonehenge passages both writers refer to stones being brought from Wales – this is simply 

a fact, not an “idea”, let alone an “important” one. 

• Planning is very important.  Leave time to jot down important ideas in each passage and 

maybe use some kind of diagram or table to make connections or spot differences.  If you 

plan well, then writing the answer should not take too long. 

• There is no one way to go about answering this question.  The instruction invites you to use 

“continuous prose” (ie ordinary sentences and paragraphs) or a “series of developed bullet 

points” – you can choose the method you prefer. 
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• These answers are not marked according to length or according to the total number of points 

made.  You will probably have to identify at least two or three of the most important points 

for a minimum of three marks, and then the final mark will depend on how well you refer to 

the passages to support these points. 

• For more practice, refer to Section Two of Higher English: Close Reading by Ann Bridges 

and Colin Eckford, which includes practice material dedicated to answering the comparison 

question.  Although the questions are formulated in the “old style”, it should not be difficult 

to change them to ones on similarities, differences or both. 

 

 

 

3. Pp198-9 New answers and comments 
 

 

13. Consider the attitude displayed by each writer to Stonehenge and the theories 

about its origins and purpose. 

 

 Referring to important ideas in the passages, identify the key areas on which 

they agree. 

 

You may answer this question in continuous prose or in a series of developed 

bullet points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5        U/E 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

[3/5] 

• Stonehenge is a famous historical monument in England. 

 

• There are lots of theories about why  Stonehenge was built. 

 

• A recent theory is that it was where people went to be healed. 

 

• Some of the ideas are pretty crazy, like a docking pad for alien spaceships. 

 

• Probably no one will ever prove exactly what it was built for. 

 

 

 
 

 

Commentary 

This answer opts to use bullet points and that is acceptable – although none of these is 

very well “developed”.  There are five points and they are all true, but not all of them 

can be considered “key areas”.  The first point is not actually made in the second 

passage, and even if it had been, it wouldn’t be worth mentioning as something 

important on which the writers agree.  The third point is simply a statement of fact – 

to be of value there would need to be reference to how the writers handle this fact.  

The remaining points successfully identify important ideas, so the answer can get 

three marks; however, they are very baldly put (with only one direct reference to the 

passages), so there is no chance of scoring beyond that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☼ 

Both writers agree that the construction of Stonehenge took hundreds of years so it probably 

didn’t have one single original purpose. 

 

They agree there is a long list of theories about the purpose of Stonehenge stretching back 

hundreds of years.  Both refer to the long-standing beliefs about Stonehenge as a burial 

ground and as having been designed to allow astronomical calculations, also to the most 

recent speculation that it was some kind of centre for healing. 
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[5/5] According to both writers, some of the other theories have been fanciful in the extreme: 

“outlandish” (Connor) and “jaw-dropping” (McKie). 

 

Above all, there is agreement that the purpose of Stonehenge is, and almost certainly will 

remain, a mystery (“unlikely we will ever know the real truth”; “you can come up with just 

about any idea to explain Stonehenge”) and both writers imply that that is what makes it so 

appealing not just to the public imagination but to large numbers of academics keen to 

publicise a latest theory. 

 

 
 

 

 

Commentary 

This answer captures three of the key points (the long list of theories, the bizarre 

nature of some of them, the fact that the truth is unlikely ever to be known) and adds a 

fourth which is of some value but not much.  However, the key points are sensibly 

developed with references to the texts, and keeping the main point (“Above all …”) to 

the end works rather well here. 

 

 


