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Introduction

›› For Teachers
This book is for pupils who are studying English at Third and Fourth Levels. It
provides a wide variety of teaching, active learning opportunities and practice
tasks.
The material is differentiated, supporting pupils as they make the transition from
Third Level to Fourth Level. Throughout the book, pupils will also see how the
work they are doing at these levels relates to the National 5 and Higher courses
they will undertake later in school.
Teachers planning courses for their classes should refer to the Benchmarks for
English and Literacy, which can be found on the Education Scotland website,
https://education.gov.scot/.

Planning for Functional Writing

The electronic Assessment pack that accompanies this book also includes
information on how CfE Benchmarks are covered by the tasks and activities in
the book.

Planning for Critical Reading and Writing

›› For Pupils

Planning for Reading for Understanding,
Analysis and Evaluation

This book is for you if you are working at Third or Fourth Level in your English
lessons, which means you are probably in the first three years of high school. It
will help you to develop and use your skills in the key areas of English: Reading,
Writing, Talking and Listening.

Planning for Expressive Writing

Assessment of Talking and Listening
Group Discussion
Individual Presentation

Assessment of Writing
Creative Writing
Personal Writing
Functional Writing
Persuasive Writing

Assessment of Critical Reading and Writing
Critical Reading
Critical Writing

Assessment of Reading for Understanding,
Analysis and Evaluation

Whenever a new skill or idea is introduced, you will be able to work your way
up, doing more and more challenging tasks and activities. The words Building,
Strengthening and Extending in the Active learning boxes will help you see how
you are improving and developing.
As well as learning new skills, this book will also teach you certain terms – the
names of ideas and techniques. These will always be explained clearly when they
are introduced in a chapter. There’s also a Glossary at the back of the book, where
all those new terms and their meanings are listed together.
If you work through this book from start to finish, you will get a thorough
grounding in English skills. Your teacher might decide to do this. However, you
could use the chapters in any order, and it’s much more likely that you’ll use
different parts of the book at different times, dipping in and out of it during your
first three years of high school.
This book is also designed to lead you towards the English work you will do later
in school. So, you will often find small mentions of how the work in this book
relates to the National 5 and Higher courses you will study when you are older.

form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying
and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under
licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of
such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the
Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk.
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Group discussion

Talking and Listening

Active learning
BUILDING
Work on your own. Your teacher will give you a few minutes to think up three
statements about yourself. Two of them should be true, and one of them should
be a lie. If you need to, you could write these down in your jotter.

The first English skill most people in your class used today was almost certainly
listening. During a school day, you probably do more talking and listening than
reading or writing. There may well be lessons where you don’t need to write anything,
but it is unlikely that you will ever have a lesson where you don’t need to listen.

The content of
this Student
Book covers
all CfE Second
& Third Level
Experiences &
Outcomes and
Benchmarks
for Literacy &
English

Remember: one of the statements must be a lie.

Your teacher might dip in and out of this book at different times during your
English lessons. You can use the chapters in almost any order. But, talking and
listening is a good place to start, because these are the English skills we use most
often, and we use them in almost every part of life.

u

Now get into a group with two or three others to share your statements. Your
task is try and work out what each person’s lie is.
The first person to play should clearly say their three statements to the group.
After they are done, the group will discuss which statement they think is the
lie. Then the rest of the group should share their three statements in turn.
Remember to listen to each other and take turns to speak.

Listening

If you do the National 5 or Higher courses later in your time at school, you will
find that talking and listening are assessed together. If you are assessed in a
group discussion, you will spend more time listening to other members of your
group than you will spend talking to them. If your assessment is an individual
presentation to an audience, you will have to, as part of this, listen to questions
that group members ask you and then answer them.

STRENGTHENING
Your teacher will give you another couple of minutes with your group. You
should try to decide how well your group took turns to speak, and how well you
listened to each other. Do any of you need to improve in either of these areas?
EXTENDING
You may now have the chance to reflect in more detail on how you performed
as part of your group. Make a list of your strengths. For example, perhaps you
were good at making eye contact with people as they spoke. You may also want
to make a list of your next steps. For example, this might be speaking for a little
longer next time.

So, this book will not teach listening as a separate skill. Do remember though,
listening is part of almost everything else you do in school. None of your lessons
ever happens without you listening to what a teacher says at some point, and
listening is part of your talk skills.

u

Group discussion

Now, let’s think about what good listening and good talking look like.

Active learning

You will have opportunities all the way through this book to take part in group
discussions. Many of the Active learning activities will ask you to talk to a
partner, or work in a small group.

Both Student
Books guide
pupils through
Talk and
Listening,
Writing, Critical
Reading, and
RUAE skills,
providing a
firm foundation
for National
qualifications

BUILDING
Working with a partner or in a small group, read through this list of actions
and examples:

Those tasks will arise from the other work you are doing from the book. But, we’re
going to take the chance now to step back and look at how group discussion works,
as well as giving you a couple of specific tasks to let you focus on your discussion
skills.

●
●

›› Succeeding in Group Discussion

●

As you read above, when you take part in a group discussion, your listening skills
are just as important as your talking skills, maybe even more so.

●

●

●

You are going to take part in a short group discussion that will allow you to see
how important it is for everyone to:
●
●

●
●

listen to each other
take turns to speak.

●
●

Making eye contact with others in your group
Speaking loudly and clearly
Not rushing or speaking too slowly
Using body language, e.g. nodding encouragingly when someone speaks
Varying tone
Respecting what others say
Asking questions about what someone has said
Using suitable vocabulary
Suggesting relevant ideas
Not fidgeting or daydreaming

Answers for
all activities
are provided in
the back of the
Student Books

➜
7
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Group discussion

Talking and listening
●
●

›› Roles in group discussion

Taking turns equally
Sticking to the topic

When you are working in a group, your teacher may ask group members to take on
certain roles. Four of the most common and most useful roles are shown below:

Your task is to sort the actions and examples correctly under the following
headings:
●
●

Good talking looks like:
Good listening looks like:

I am the timekeeper. My job is to keep
checking the time and make sure that
we get our work completed before the
deadline.

Good talking looks like:
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

The sort of thing I might say is ‘We’ve
got 10 minutes left. Let’s see if we can
get these last two ideas written down.’
I might also be responsible for collecting,
and looking after, our resources.

Good listening looks like
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

I am the leader. My job is to encourage
the group members and to help
everyone take part.
The sort of thing I might say is ‘You’ve
not had much of a turn. Would you
like to tell us what you think about the
second question?’

To do this, you should divide a jotter page in half and label the top half of the
page ‘Good talking looks like:’ and the bottom half of the page ‘Good listening
looks like:’ It should look something like the box with the notepad above.

Scaffolded
activities
support
pupils that
are working
towards
Second Level
and help you
close the
attainment gap

I am the spokesperson. My job is to
understand what we have talked about,
so that I will be able to tell the class
about it after we have had our group
time.
The sort of thing I might say is ‘Our group
believed that the author was creating
tension here. Let me explain further…’

I am the reporter. My job is to make sure
the group is organised and knows what
we are working towards. If there is any
disagreement, then I make the decision.
The sort of thing I might say is ‘So what do
we actually want to put on this poster?’

Taking one action or example at a time, decide if it applies to talking or listening,
and write it under the correct heading. You might feel like some examples belong
in both rows; you can write them in both.
(For answers, see page 172.)

Teacher’s task

STRENGTHENING
Which of the skills (actions and examples) listed above do you think is the
most important? Discuss with your group and rate them by placing a number
alongside each statement. Use 1 for the most important, down to 12 for the
least important.

To prepare for this group task, you may want to photocopy the role
cards so that you can distribute them to pupils.
You could use these cards as a means for organising the class into
groups. To do this, photocopy each set onto a different colour of paper
or card, so that, for example, the four pupils who are all given a green
role must find each other and work together.

The ready-made
content and
activities cut down
your planning and
preparation time

© Hodder & Stoughton 2020. Copying permitted for use within purchasing institution only.

9

8

479852_BGE_Series_English_Sample_01–16.indd 8

22/08/19 1:57 PM

479852_BGE_Series_English_Sample_01–16_Update_Marking.indd 9

09/08/19 9:21 PM

Sample pages from BGE English: Third and Fourth Level

Sample pages from BGE English: Third and Fourth Level

The content of
this Student
Book covers
all CfE Third &
Fourth Level
Experiences &
Outcomes and
Benchmarks
for Literacy &
English

Group discussion

Talking and Listening
You’re going to have the chance now to use your group discussion skills in two
quite different tasks.

Active learning

Animal House

Work in a group of up to four people. Your group is a firm of architects. The
animals have asked you to design a house for them.

The first discussion is based on an idea that isn’t really possible. That doesn’t
make it a bad discussion topic. In fact, talking about something a little surprising
and unreal will get you to think more creatively. Also, because there isn’t a ‘right’
answer to an impossible situation, you have to focus more on skills such as
explaining and supporting your ideas.

BUILDING
You have 20 minutes for this part of the task.
Choose a leader, a timekeeper and a reporter. You also need someone to do
some drawing for you, and a sheet of A3-sized paper to draw on.

These four creatures have decided to share a house together:
a duck

Design a house that these four animals can live in together. As you discuss your
ideas and sketch your plan, think about these things:

a squirrel

●

●

The content and
activities are
designed to be
accessible for all
learners, while
plenty of stretch
and challenge
is provided for
higher ability
pupils

The creatures are very different: they move in different ways, they eat
different foods, they have different body shapes, and they need different
habitats. Keep all of this in mind as you plan a house that suits them all
The animals are friends, and they’ve chosen to live together. But, one of them,
the eagle, would naturally eat most of the others. Make sure you give each of
these housemates their own space, so tempers don’t get dangerously frayed.

You group should spend the first 15 minutes discussing your ideas and drawing
them. During the next, and final, five minutes, you should label your drawing so
that anyone who looks at it will understand how the house suits the four animals.
When the 20 minutes are up, your reporter should explain your plans and ideas
to the rest of the class.
STRENGTHENING
an eagle

Your teacher may also get you to do this second part of the task. You have five
minutes for this.

a rabbit

One of the biggest problems that groups of flatmates face is sorting out who
does the chores. You are going to create a housework rota for the four animals.
Make a list of who will do each part of the housework, and why. For example,
the squirrel might use its soft and fluffy tail to do the dusting.
When the five minutes are up, your reporter should explain your ideas to the rest
of the class.

Time Capsule
This second task will get you to negotiate with your group – to come to a
shared agreement that everyone accepts. You will need to listen carefully and
respectfully to other people, and to explain and support your own ideas.
A time capsule is a box that may be buried in the foundations of a new building, or
in some other special location. Inside the box are small objects and items that are
meant to sum up the time in which the box is buried. If someone digs up the box
in future, they will understand the past from what they find inside it. People who
bury time capsules often leave instructions to say that they should be opened on a
certain date, for example, in 100 years’ time.

11
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Assessment
opportunities

Student textbook
pages 6–10
Assessment pack
pages 36–44

Benchmarks

 Contributes regularly in group discussions or when
working collaboratively, offering relevant ideas,
knowledge or opinions with supporting evidence.
 Responds appropriately to the views of others
developing or adapting own thinking.
 Builds on the contributions of others, for example,
by asking or answering questions, clarifying or
summarising points, supporting or challenging
opinions or ideas.
 Applies verbal and non-verbal techniques
appropriately to enhance communication, for
example, eye contact, body language, emphasis,
pace, tone, and/or some rhetorical devices.
 Uses appropriate register for purpose and
audience, for the most part.
In this lesson, pupils will:
 reflect on the pace of
spoken language in daily
life
 work in a group to focus
on and prioritise key
features of group
discussion
 share their group’s
answers with the class.

When I engage with others, I
can make a relevant
contribution, encourage others
to contribute and acknowledge
that they have the right to hold a
different opinion.
I can respond in ways
appropriate to my role and use
contributions to reflect on, clarify
or adapt thinking.
LIT 3-02a

Experiences and Outcomes

BGE English: Third and Fourth Level © Hodder & Stoughton 2020

At the end of the task your reporter should share your answers with the rest of
the class.

It provides material for a 50to 60-minute lesson.

2
3
4

The time capsule has to be the size mentioned above – small enough to fit
under a classroom chair.
You must include at least five items, but not more than 10.
You have 15 minutes for this task. Appoint a timekeeper to help you stick to this.
Choose a leader for your group. Remember, you are aiming to reach a
negotiated agreement. If you really can’t agree, the leader can make only
one decision about just one item for the capsule.

The lesson covers textbook
pages 6–10.

1

1 An introduction to
talk

Now, work in a group. Your task is to negotiate and agree the items your group
would put in a shared time capsule. You have to stick to these guidelines:

Teaching notes

- The cup is from a chain, which shows how powerful these
big businesses are.

Lesson

- It shows how much we use caffeine to perk ourselves up.

 Two group discussion tasks are provided in the
Third and Fourth Levels textbook: ‘Animal House’
and ‘Time Capsule’.
 This assessment pack contains a further two group
discussion tasks, one on zoos, and one discussing
whether the most important thing in life is to be
healthy.

- It reminds us about the problem of disposable plastics and
other sorts of waste that pollute our environment.

 an understanding of the importance of talk skills
 an appreciation of key features of group discussion
 an understanding of different roles performed by
group members

Why:- It shows we are always in a hurry and we use convenient
things.

In this unit, pupils will learn:
 the importance of talk
skills
 key features of good
group discussion
 roles in group discussion.

What: A carry-out cup from a coffee-shop chain

Group discussion

Your notes might look like the example below.

Key assessment opportunities

This part of the task is really important. You are generating the ideas you will use
afterwards when you discuss and negotiate with your group.

Key aspects of student achievement

BGE English Third and Fourth Level – Lesson Plans

Write down the name of each thing you want to put in the time capsule. Beside
each one, note down at least three reasons why you think this item is a good
example of our life and times.

Talking and Listening

Think of at least five things you would like to put in a time capsule. Remember,
these items have to sum up and stand for the time that we are living in.

Objectives

First, work on your own.

Chapter

BUILDING

m

Active learning

L
IA ck
ER
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AT ent

Talking and Listening
Time capsules are not usually very large. Picture a box that is small enough to fit
underneath the chair you are sitting on. That’s how big your group’s time capsule
is going to be. (If you think the chairs in your classroom are an unfairly weird size
or shape, speak to your teacher. If they agree, they’ll give you a different way to
picture the size of your time capsule.)
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Assessment
opportunities

Student textbook
pages xx–xx
Assessment pack
pages xx–xx

Benchmarks

 Contributes regularly in group discussions or when
working collaboratively, offering relevant ideas,
knowledge or opinions with supporting evidence.
 Responds appropriately to the views of others
developing or adapting own thinking.
 Builds on the contributions of others, for example,
by asking or answering questions, clarifying or
summarising points, supporting or challenging
opinions or ideas.
 Applies verbal and non-verbal techniques
appropriately to enhance communication, for
example, eye contact, body language, emphasis,
pace, tone, and/or some rhetorical devices.
 Uses appropriate register for purpose and
audience, for the most part.

Experiences and Outcomes

When I engage with others, I
can make a relevant
contribution, encourage others
to contribute and acknowledge
that they have the right to hold a
different opinion.
I can respond in ways
appropriate to my role and use
contributions to reflect on, clarify
or adapt thinking.
LIT 3-02a

BGE English: Third and Fourth Levels © Hodder & Stoughton 2020

Comments/Notes:

In this lesson, pupils will:
 reflect on the pace of
6. Appropriate tone and spoken language in daily
register adopted consistently
life
 work in a group to focus
7. Remains actively engagedon and prioritise key
features of group
with the task, using eye
discussion
contact, body language and
 share their group’s
tone, as appropriate
answers with the class.

Comments/Notes:

It provides material for a 50to 60-minute lesson.

Teaching notes

4. Asks relevant questions
and/or, agrees and builds on
1
An introduction
to
The lesson covers textbook
others’
views
talk
pages xx–xx.
5. Supports, clarifies or
challenges the views of others

Lesson

 Two group discussion tasks are provided in the
Third and Fourth Levels textbook: ‘Animal House’
and ‘Time Capsule’.
 This assessment pack contains a further two group
discussion tasks, one on zoos, and one discussing
whether the most important thing in life is to be
healthy.
 an understanding of the importance of talk skills
 an appreciation of key features of group discussion
 an understanding of different roles performed by
group members

Strengths
displayed
Development
Need
Strengths
displayed

BGE English: Third and Fourth Levels © Hodder & Stoughton 2020

skills
 key features of good
group discussion
3. Listens and responds when
 roles in group discussion.
others are talking

Focus on the task throughout the discussion.

14

Development
Need

Student Name

Work as a team – listen to, encourage and support each other.
Advice
Share your ideas, thoughts and opinions on the topic.
Work as a team – listen to, encourage and support each other.
Ask members of the group for their ideas and opinions.
Share your ideas, thoughts and opinions on the topic.
Ask questions to develop the ideas of the group.
Ask members of the group for their ideas and opinions.
If you have a specific role in the group, carry it out as well as you can.
Ask questions to develop the ideas of the group.
Focus on the task throughout the discussion.
If you have a specific role in the group, carry it out as well as you can.

Comments/Notes:

• Why do some people believe zoos are cruel?
Advice

Key assessment opportunities

Why do some people believe animals should not be kept in zoos?

Key aspects of student achievement

•

Objectives

doany
some
peoplefeatures
believe of
zoos
are cruel?
• • AreWhy
there
negative
zoos?

2. Gives reasons for ideas and
Group
discussion
opinions
with supportingIn this unit, pupils will learn:
 the importance of talk
detail or evidence

Why
dothe
some
people
believe
• • What
are
positive
aspects
of animals
zoos? should not be kept in zoos?

Chapter

Areyou
there
any negative
features
zoos?
• • Have
visited
a zoo? What
was of
your
experience of visiting the zoo like?

1. Contributes relevant ideas
or opinions or information

What
arehave
the positive
• • Why
do we
zoos? aspects of zoos?

Strengths
displayed

What
is your
opinion?
Other
people
believe
that we are mistreating animals by keeping them in cages and enclosures. They
believe that animals do not have the space or the natural conditions they would have in the wild.
Questions to consider:
What is your opinion?
• Why do we have zoos?
Questions
to consider:
• Have
you visited a zoo? What was your experience of visiting the zoo like?

Development
Need

believe
thatfascinating
we are mistreating
animals
by keeping
them in cages
enclosures.
ForOther
somepeople
people,
zoos are
places where
we have
an opportunity
to see and
animals
up close.They
believe
thatthat
animals
do not
have
the space or
thelearn
natural
conditions
They
believe
zoos can
help
us understand
and
about
animals.they would have in the wild.

Strengths
displayed

For some people, zoos are fascinating places where we have an opportunity to see animals up close.
They
that zoos canpeople
help us
understand
and
learn about
animals.
Zoos
arebelieve
very controversial;
have
strong and
differing
opinions
about them.

Criteria

Discussion Topic: Should zoos be abolished?

Date:

Discussion
Should
zoos
be abolished?
You
should spendTopic:
around 5–10
minutes
thinking
and making notes to prepare for your discussion. The
discussion itself should last around 12–15 minutes.
Zoos are very controversial; people have strong and differing opinions about them.

Topic: Talking and Listening

You may be given a role in the group as a chair, leader, reader, recorder, reporter or timekeeper.
You will be assessed on the ideas and opinions you offer in the discussion. You will also be assessed
on how well you support, engage, debate with, and listen to others.
You should spend around 5–10 minutes thinking and making notes to prepare for your discussion. The
discussion itself should last around 12–15 minutes.
You may be given a role in the group as a chair, leader, reader, recorder, reporter or timekeeper.

BGE English Third and Fourth Levels – Lesson Plans

BGE English Third and Fourth Levels: Assessment Record: Group Discussion

You will be assessed on the ideas and opinions you offer in the discussion. You will also be assessed
In this assessment you will have the opportunity to demonstrate your skills in talking and listening by
on how well you support, engage, debate with, and listen to others.
working in a group. Your group will be given a topic to consider and discuss.

Development
Need

3rd Level

Group Discussion

m
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BGE S1-S3

English

This sample booklet contains material from:
● Second and Third Level Student Book (pages 3 and 6–9)
● Third and Fourth Level Student Book (pages 4–5 and 10–12)
● Third and Fourth Level Planning & Assessment Pack (pages 13–15)

To see all of the resources for BGE English,
turn to the inside front cover.

Build, strengthen and extend pupils’ skills with this creative and
collaborative approach to English. As they progress through a rich
selection of text extracts, active learning tasks and end-of-chapter
assessments, pupils will enjoy developing their Talk and Listening,
Writing, Critical Reading and RUAE skills throughout S1–S3.
With two separate Student Books covering the CfE Second and Third Level Benchmarks for
Literacy and English, and the Third and Fourth Level Benchmarks, this ready-made and fully
differentiated BGE course puts progression for every pupil at the heart of your curriculum.
●

●

●

●

●

Boost confidence and competence in literacy and language: Active learning tasks are clearly
marked as ‘building’, ‘strengthening’ and ‘extending’ so students can see how their skills are
improving
Support pupils working towards Second Level: Carefully chosen text extracts and scaffolded
activities in the Second and Third Level Student Book help pupils with low prior attainment
achieve their potential and help you to close the attainment gap
Meet the individual needs of Third and Fourth Level pupils: The content and activities in the
Third and Fourth Level Student Book are designed to be accessible for all learners, while plenty
of stretch and challenge is provided for higher ability pupils
Effectively check and assess progress: Formative assessments at the end of each chapter
of the Student Books help you monitor progression against the Experiences & Outcomes and
Benchmarks (with additional assessments in the separate Planning & Assessment Packs)
Lay firm foundations for National qualifications: Covering all skills across Talk and Listening,
Writing, Critical Reading, and Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation will set pupils
up for success at National 5 and beyond
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contact Karen Howatt, sales consultant for Scotland.
Telephone: 07841 815971 • Email: karen.howatt@hodder.co.uk

Receive a bespoke quote

Karen would be delighted to prepare a bespoke quote for your school.
Contact her today on 07841 815971 or karen.howatt@hodder.co.uk
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